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B a r a t h  R a g h a v a n ’ s  “ S l i g h t l y  O d d  T a l k ” 

“Software-defined 
networking was 
developed over six years 
ago, amidst much hope 
and naiveté.”
- Professor Scott Shenker

Julia Bernd of Teaching 
Privacy demonstrates 

the team’s app Post and 
Post Alike, which helps 

students visualize what 
type of information they 

share with whom on 
Facebook.

Barath Raghavan, a senior researcher in 
Networking and Security, may be best know 
at ICSI for tending to its lush rooftop garden, 
but on Thursday, February 19, he spoke about 
all his work that has made him well known 
outside of ICSI. His talk, “Communication 
Under Exogenous Circumstances,”  is now on 
YouTube.

Raghavan received his bachelor’s degree from 
UC Berkeley in 2002. He went on to graduate 
school at UC San Diego on a National Science 
Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship and 
received his doctorate in 2009. He was a visiting 
professor at Williams College in Massachusetts 
before joining ICSI in 2010. After two years here, 
he moved to Google, but he returned to ICSI in 
2013. He works with Professor Scott Shenker, 
ICSI’s chief scientist and the director of research 

initiatives, on refining and fixing problems 
with software-defined networking, which was 
developed from Shenker’s work with colleagues 
at Stanford.

During his last stay at ICSI, Raghavan and a UC 
Berkeley postdoc published two papers on 
green networking, one that 
calculated how much energy 
the Internet uses and another 
that explored what might 
happen in the event of a global 
energy crisis. The first was 
featured in the New Scientist, 
among other publications, 
and the second won a best 
paper award at the Workshop 
on Green Networking at ACM 
SIGCOMM 2011. 

At his “slightly odd talk” on February 19, 
he discussed green networking as well as 
networking under oppressive governments, 
poverty, and resource unavailability and the 
possible cross-disciplinary aspects of these 
three lines of research. 

On Thursday, February 12, ICSI held its annual open house, where 
Professors Scott Shenker and Eric Friedman and more than 15 
other scientists discussed and demonstrated their work. The ICSI 
annual open house is held in conjunction with the UC Berkeley 
EECS Department’s Berkeley EECS Annual Research Symposium 
(BEARS). 

International visitors presented demonstrated their work in the 
Internet of things (Michele Stecca) computer vision (Marcus 
Rohrbach and Xiao-Yong Wei). Damian Borth, a DAAD-funded 
postdoctoral fellow, was the author or co-author of three posters 
on vision and multimedia, including a poster describing ICSI’s 
work on what is believed to be the largest publicly available 
multimedia corpus (100 million Creative Commons videos and 
images). Michael Tschantz, who joined Networking and Security in 
2014, presented his work on Google’s user profiles, which it uses 
to serve relevant ads. The tool he and his colleagues developed 
has found, for instance, that profiles with the gender set to female 
receive fewer instances of high-paying job announcements than 
those with the gender set to male.
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Open House by the numbers:
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W h a t  W e ’ r e  W r i t i n g
“Teaching Privacy: Multimedia Making a Difference,” IEEE Multimedia, Vol. 22, Issue 1, pp. 12-19, 
February 2015.

“Predicting Privacy and Security Attitudes,” Serge Egelman and Eyal Peer, Computers and 
Society: The Newsletter of ACM SIGCAS, Vol. 45, Issue 1, pp. 22-28, February 2015.

“Fingerprinting Web Users through Font Metrics,” David Fifield and Serge Egelman, 
Proceedings of the 19th International Conference on Financial Cryptography and Data Security, 
San Juan, Puerto Rica, January 2015.

“Bounded Latency Spanning Tree Reconfiguration,” Martino Fornasa, Michele Stecca, 
Massimo Maresca, and Pierpaolo Baglietto, Computer Networks, Vol. 76, pp. 259-274, January 
2015. 

“Multimodal Location Estimation of Videos and Images,” Jaeyoung Choi and Gerald Friedland, 
eds., Springer, 2015.
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“This One Clause In The New Net Neutrality Regs Would Be A Fiasco For The Internet,” 
February 27, 2015, Nicholas Weaver, Forbes

“Snowden’s Revenge: New Mega-Spying Project Revealed,” February 20, 2015 |Shane Harris, 
The Daily Beast

“The Dark Web Remains,” Russell Berman, February 5, 2015, The Atlantic

“Here’s Everything You Need to Know About Snowden’s Latest Release,” February 23, 2015, 
Anthea Mitchell, Wall St. Cheat Sheet

“Is Your Toaster a Silent Recruit in a ‘Thingbot’ Army?” February 16, 2015, Padraig Belton, 
BBC

“Ross Ulbricht Got a Fair Trial (But Not a Fair Investigation),” February 3, 2015,  
Nicholas Weaver, Ars Technica

W h a t ’ s  N e x t
For more events: 
www.icsi.berkeley.edu/icsi/events

A Framework for Data Mining in Wind Power 
Time Series 
Oliver Kramer 
University of Oldenburg, Germany 
Thursday, March 19, 2015 
4:00 p.m.

From the Internet of Things to a Web of Systems 
Florian Michahelles 
Siemens 
Thursday, March 26, 2015 
4:00 p.m.

A Virtual Laboratory for Distributed Systems 
Research 
Paul Müller 
University of Kaiserslautern 
Tuesday, March 31, 2015 
2:30 p.m.

W h o ’ s  
V i s i t i n g
Dr. Oliver Kramer is at ICSI for a brief visit.  
Dr. Kramer was a DAAD-funded postdoctoral 
fellow at ICSI from 
2009 to 2011, working 
on evolutionary 
algorithms. He is 
currently head of 
the junior research 
group Computational 
Intelligence at 
the Department 
für Informatik 
of the Carl von 
Ossietzky Universität 
Oldenburg.  He’ll be 
speaking on Thursday, 
March 19 at 4 p.m.


